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Introduction

This booklet is designed to help you practice reading and writing hiragana and
katakana.

The Japanese language has three types of characters: hiragana, katakana and kanji,
which are often considered to be a barrier for learners of Japanese because there
is so much to learn. In addition to this, we often hear from foreign residents who
are busy with work and raising children that they do not have time to study the

characters. In response to these concerns, we have created this booklet.

So, what do you think are the benefits of learning hiragana and katakana?

At Hamamatsu City Hall and at schools, notices are now given in easy Japanese
(& LWIZIZA Z), using simple vocabulary, and furigana attached to kanji.
When the kanji readings are in hiragana or katakana (called furigana or ruby), you
can look up the meaning of the kanji in a dictionary and you will be able to
understand important notices from the city or school. You'll also be able to read a
menu in a restaurant, or read and choose an item in a shop. Japanese manga, which
is popular all over the world, have kanji characters with furigana, so you will be
able to enjoy these stories too. Being able to write your own name and address will
also make it easier to communicate with people at the city hall or hospital.

The more you can read and write, the more you will be able to use textbooks to

learn Japanese and the faster you will be able to acquire Japanese.

In order to help you learn as many words as possible, we have added pictures to
all the words in this booklet. It is a good idea to read and write the words, look at
the pictures to understand the meaning and then read them aloud. We hope this

booklet will help you to practice reading and writing hiragana and katakana.

We hope you enjoy learning them!
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